THE GLORIFICATION OF WAR

I. Only Offensive wars may be waged.

In a defensive war, all positions and all parallel marches are useless;
they cannot oppose one obstacle to the enemy, as he will quickly
realise. Defend a position, and no matter how strong it is, how well
protected against a frontal attack, how well selected it may be to cover
the country, the enemy will expel you. He will achieve that result
rapidly by manoeuvres on your flanks, especially if he is in superior
force.

I can therefore boldly affirm, although this rule is new, that one
should never wage a strictly defensive war, but that as early as possible
one should adopt the role of aggressor, operating on the flanks and in
the rear of the enemy.

2.  Numerical advantage is decisive in modern warfare.

3.  So it is number and mass, rather than valour and talent, which
henceforth will assure victory.

4.  The consequence of the foregoing exposition is: ... The small
States will be engulfed by the great Empires.

... 5. Thus the Great Powers will one day share all Europe.

If Europe consisted of only one great State in the midst of feeble
States, the first would subjugate all the others and a 'universal mon-
archy' would be founded. As several empires exist, it is clear that
Europe must be regarded as an 'aristocracy'.

On this score one must verily say once more: 'Unto every one that
hath shall be given, and he shall have in abundance; but from him
that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.'

Therefore, the sooner Europe is shared among various powers
separated by their natural frontiers the sooner will the reign of ever-
lasting peace be established. Therefore it is desirable that this
salutary operation should be accomplished as quickly as possible.
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. . . The pike which lie in wait for the carp in the European pond
prevent our becoming fat carp, for they spur us on on all sides. They
compel us to; go on ahead, and also to remain united among ourselves,
which is at bottom repugnant to the German nature: the Germans
have rather the tendency to flee from one another. But the French
pressure and the Russian pressure, between which we find ourselves
gripped, render our union indispensable, and, by the pressure which
they exercise upon us, they are developing our power of cohesion so
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